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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 

FROM: Deputy Director of Central Intelligence 

SUBJECT: Cabinet Council Meeting on Narcotics Tsar 


1. The meeting was chaired by Ed Schmults, with the Vice President 
and Ed Meese being preoccupied. Schmults stated that from his 
conversation in the Senate, particularly with Senator Biden, that the 
Senate will pass a Tsar bill. What Biden is offering is a deal with the 
Administration to moderate the Biden bill in a fashion acceptable to the 
Administration and also to stretch it out over a two-year period so it 
would not be phased in until early 1985. 

2. Justice's proposal is to go along with the Tsar concept but model 
it after the DCI. The thrust would be to have the Attorney General chair 
a "Cabinet Council" where narcotics issues could be "coordinated." Some 
discussion then ensued on whether or not the Cabinet Council when it 
meets as such would be subject to FOIA, etc., etc., and the answer was 
yes, that although the Cabinet Council is not subject to FOIA at the 
moment, whenever it convened under the Attorney General as drug Tsar it 
would be. The beauty of having a Tsar, according to Schmu lts, woul d be 
to give Congress a focal poin t fo r testifying , etc., etc., 


3. Joe Wright from 0MB urged that it not be modeled after the DCI 
since the DCI has budget authority over the departments when it comes to 
the NFIP and of c ourse no one wanted the Attorney General to have any 
bu dget authority. / 



4. Discussion then centered on whether or not the House would ever 
consider such a bill when some folks say that both Dinaell and Waxman 
would never let a bill like that get to the floor. 
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agreement was that Schmults will get back to the Cabinet Council as this 
discussion matures. 
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